
Instructor: Ms. Marsh    email: jmarsh@rjuhsd.us 

Course: CHEMISTRY       Room 506 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
General chemistry is a college preparatory science course where students will use investigation and modeling to 
answer essential questions about why chemicals or materials exist in specific forms and how those forms can change. 
Certain sections of chemistry do include manipulation of variables from algebra. The primary goal of the class is to 
prepare students for a 4 year university. Therefore, many of the policies and guiding principles of the class are in 
place so that students become college ready. This class should also help students understand the world we live in 
from a molecular perspective.   

 

EXPECTATIONS: 
Due to the nature of the course, it is absolutely essential that you attend class every day and arrive on time and 
prepared. You will do your best at all times, including times you are confused, baffled, petrified, scared witless, and in 
tears from worry. Doing anything less than doing your best is not acceptable.  Please remember your instructor is 
here to help you, you need to come in for assistance when you need it! 

 

HELP: 
Your instructor is available most days immediately after school until 3:00pm and sometimes later than 3:00pm. 
Students will be informed of Ms. Marsh’s schedule as it becomes available so advanced notice will always be given 
unless an emergency arises. If you are unable to meet during these times, please talk to Ms. Marsh so that we can 
come up with some creative ways to get the help that you need.  

 

MATERIALS REQUIRED FOR THIS CLASS EVERY DAY: 
1. Scientific Calculator. Students will need to use calculators for all math related applications. 
2. Spiral Notebook. Only chemistry will be kept in this notebook.  Students must purchase a spiral notebook 

with the following requirements: 
a. COLLEGE-RULED  
b. 8 ½ X 11 IN SIZE  
c. THREE SUBJECT MINIMUM*  

3. Red and Blue Pen, several different colored highlighters, number 2 pencils. 
4. EXPO markers (2 colors) – fat is best 
5. Tape. 
6. 3-hole punched, college ruled paper. Students must purchase regular 3-holed punched, college ruled paper 

for their homework. Paper ripped from a spiral notebook is NOT acceptable. 

7. Each student should bring one box of Kleenex and one container of Clorox wipes!  Clorox wipes and 
Kleenex are items that keep germs in proper places.  We will use these all the time! 

 

RULES: 
1) Respect everyone around you. 
2) Follow directions! 
3) Come to class prepared. 
4) Be in class on time. 
5) Follow the safety rules. 
6) Clean up after yourself. 
7) Be ready to learn when you walk in 

the classroom. 
8) No eating or drinking allowed.  

WATER is okay except on lab days.  
NO GUM. 

9) Work on homework from other classes at home! 
10) Unauthorized use of cell phones, ipods, chromebooks etc. is 

forbidden (it will be confiscated if it interrupts class or is 
seen out without teacher approval!) 

11) Follow SLANT!  It is the Woodcreek Way! 

 
Sit up straight 

Lean in 

Ask questions 

Nod your head 

Track the speaker! 

 



 
STUDENT EVALUATION:   
Grades are based on proficiency.  The grade is based on what a student can indicate they have learned in the course.  
In essence, a student will be graded on what they have mastered in the course.   

 

Determining Quarter Grade: 
Type of 

Assessment 
Percent of 

Grade 
 

What is included in the grade: 

Summative 65% unit exams, formal labs 

Formative 10% quizzes, some labs, some homeworks 

Work Habits* 10% responsibility, effort, participation, homework, minor labs 

Midterm/Final 15% midterm or final 

 

Homework/Classwork 

Chemistry students will have daily homework that must be completed in order to understand and keep up with 
material given the next day in class.  Some homeworks will be online and students should have access to the internet 
in order to complete the requirements for the class.  Since safety is a major concern for everyone, and since this is a 
laboratory course, students that have not completed homework in preparation for the next day, may not be 
allowed to participate in certain class activities (such as a lab where safety is important). Unless otherwise noted in 
class, homework is always due the day after it is assigned.  Homework is designed to help students PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE, PRACTICE!! A sports team doesn’t play the game without practicing first and neither should students in 
academic classes!  Homework = Practice.  Exam = Game.  If a student wants a positive outcome on an exam, practice 
is a must! 

 

*Why is Work Habits Part of the Grade? 
It is my belief that intelligence can be developed (growth mind-set) and effort is the path to mastery.  

Work Habits 
Scale 

Responsibility Effort 
(The Path to Mastery) 

Participation 

(I...) 
4=Always 
3=Usually 
2=Sometimes 
1=Rarely 

__ Complete assignments on 
time (in-class and homework) 
__ Attend class daily  
__Come prepared  
__ Respect the learning 
environment 

__ Am Motivated to learn 
__ Exhibit perseverance and 
persist in the face of setbacks 
__ Embrace challenges 
__ Adjust based on feedback 

__ Actively engage and focus/ 
SLANT 
__ Begin work without 
teacher prompting 
__ Follow instructions 
__ Ask and answer questions 
voluntarily (self advocate) 
__ Contribute significantly to 
group work  

 

PLAGIARISM AKA ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Using the words of others to pass as your own is considered plagiarism. This includes copying a friend's paper and 
using words and/or ideas found in a book, magazine, on a website, social media, or any online source without giving 
credit to the author or publisher. For example, artwork copied and sold may involve a lawsuit by the original artist or 
company.  Remember, parents and friends cannot do any portion of your work for you, because then you are passing 
off their work as your own. The practice of good ethics starts in school. Be original, be brave, and be proud of work 
you create yourself! Bottom line, if a student plagiarizes a paper, a paragraph, a sentence, there will be 
consequences dependent upon the type of assignment that was “copied” and “sold”. 

 
  



 

TECHNOLOGY EXPECTATIONS: 

 Cell Phones – Unauthorized use of cell phones is prohibited.  Students are expected to place cell phones 
in a designated area of the classroom each day either turned off or  on “airplane mode” and may retrieve 
their cell phones at the end of class.  

 Chromebooks – Students will need to use computers/chromebooks and access the internet regularly at 
home.  I will also be emailing homework and agendas on a DAILY BASIS.  It is required that students access 
their emails daily. Depending on what the homework is, students may be required to use electronics in 
order to complete the assignment.  In specific cases, a student may be able to email an assignment if 
printers are not working.  Running out of paper, ink, etc….will not extend work due dates.  Do not 
procrastinate on larger assignments. 

 
IMPORTANT EMAILS/WEBSITES FOR THIS CLASS: 
 
The fastest way to reach your chemistry teacher:  jmarsh@rjuhsd.us.  

 

My web address for some important information about the class: https://www.rjuhsd.us/jmarsh  

 
The way to access grades online: http://whs.rjuhsd.us .  Underneath the picture is a box with an A+ in 
it. Click on it to access HomeLink.  Sign in to access the grades.   

 
The way to access important material for the class like reading assignments/agendas/homework is: 
https://classroom.google.com .  

 
All student emails are in the following format and it is imperative that students log on and get used to using their 
school email :  firstname.lastname@student.rjuhsd.us. Students are expected to check emails every day for 
information/agendas/HWs as well as classroom. Student passwords should be changed every so often for security 
purposes. Passwords can be changed by logging on to https://my.rjushd.us  – When changed, a password must be 
new and not used before. 

 

Welcome to Chemistry!  Let’s make this a GREAT SEMESTER 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Marsh 
 
  

mailto:jmarsh@rjuhsd.us
https://www.rjuhsd.us/jmarsh
http://whs.rjuhsd.us/
https://classroom.google.com/
mailto:firstname.lastname@student.rjuhsd.us
https://my.rjushd.us/


 
        Class Period: ________________ 

 
        Today’s Date: ___________________________ 

 

By signing below, you acknowledge that you have read and understand Mrs. Marsh’s digital 
syllabus.   
 

   

Student’s Name (PRINT)                           Period  Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT FULL NAME) 

   

Student’s Signature  Parent/Guardian Signature (SIGN FULL NAME) 

   

  Parent/Guardian EMAIL** 

  **Please print clearly, I have to manually type these in! 

 

 

  Parent/Guardian EMAIL** 

  **Please print clearly, I have to manually type these in! 

 

**Parents: If you would like to be added to the emails that I will be sending to your student (parent 

version comes once a week with a summary of the week), please indicate what email you would like me to 

add (sometimes I get both parents that want to be included/split homes, etc).  While high school students 

are becoming adults…your job is still important to make sure that your student stays on track.  Please 

check in with them on a weekly basis.  I need your help to keep your student successful in the class. 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 


